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Luke 1:39-45

39In those days Mary arose and went with haste into the hill country, to a town in 
Judah, 40and she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41And 
when Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, the baby leaped in her womb. And 
Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit, 42and she exclaimed with a loud cry, 
"Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb! 43And why 
is this granted to me that the mother of my Lord should come to me? 44For 
behold, when the sound of your greeting came to my ears, the baby in my womb 
leaped for joy. 45And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment 
of what was spoken to her from the Lord."

Where do people bury their treasure?  Under the shed in the backyard?  Under their mattress?  In 
a bank in Switzerland or a bank in the Cayman Islands?  Inside a locker in a busy train station? 

Bernie Madoff, the architect of the largest Ponzi scheme in history, is now in prison.  His fellow 
inmates are pestering him about where he has stashed his millions, his treasure.  Where do people 
bury their treasure?  

You would think they would bury their treasure someplace strong and safe.  But Alan and Nancy 
Bixby have planted their treasure on public lands all over the United States.  They divided up their 
treasure.  Placed each portion inside a stainless steel time capsule.  Then, using GPS, they buried 
the time capsules at precise locations in various state and national parks.  Then, they filed the GPS 
coordinates with the International Time Capsule Society in Atlanta.  It makes you wonder what 
kind of treasure it was they were willing to bury so out in the open.  It makes you wonder when 
those time capsules are supposed to be opened.  Because you wonder if those time capsules will 
still be there when they go to dig them up.  And we wonder about that, because their plan for 
burying their treasure doesn’t sound strong and safe.

God’s plan for burying His treasure doesn’t sound strong and safe, either.  God buried His 
treasure, His Word inside the womb of the virgin Mary.  In an every day woman, in an every day 
home, in a remote corner of this planet.  God buried His treasure, His Word made flesh in such a 
weak place, that the first time a human being uttered the name of Jesus was in a kitchen 
conversation.  The first time that the only name by which we must be saved was spoken it was 
between two pregnant women discussing morning sickness and maternity clothes.  

That doesn’t sound like a strong and safe place for God to place His saving Word if He wants it to 
go forth and capture the hearts and the minds of all.
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But He doesn’t stop there.  God continues to bury His treasure, His Word in weak places.  As St. 
Paul reminds us, “We have this treasure in jars of clay.”  God buries His treasure, His Word in us 
earthen vessels. 

As James writes, “Humbly receive the Word planted in you.”  God entrusts His treasure His Word 
to you, to me.  That doesn’t sound strong and safe.  That sounds like a place where His Word may 
remain buried.  

Buried underneath our preoccupations, our personal problems, our doubts, our failure to provide 
a consistent witness, our neglect of the Word.  Burying His Word in our hearts sounds like a place 
where His Word may remain buried.  Entrusting His Word to us takes the risk that our personal 
Bible gets buried underneath our magazines and our novels and our remote control.  That doesn’t 
sound like a strong and safe place for God to put His treasure, His Word. 

Why would He do that? 

Well, His intent is to bury His treasure, His Word in places that are easily broken.  In the human 
heart, so vulnerable to being broken by hurt and by sin and by guilt, in the human heart God buries 
His treasure, plants His Word.  

Because the human heart is weak.  Because it is sinful.  Because it breaks. God buries His treasure, 
His Word in the human heart, because it is not strong and safe.  Because He does not intend for 
His treasure to remain buried.  He buries His treasure, His Word in exactly what will break and 
send forth His Word to save people. 

So God buried His treasure.  He planted His Word inside a place as weak as Mary’s womb.  Mary’s 
womb was a time capsule.  At some point in time her womb would be broken, her water would 
break.  And God’s treasure would come forth. His Word would not remain buried but come forth 
as the son of Mary and Elizabeth’s Lord.  And for our sins that bury God’s Word beneath a 
mountain of neglect, that Babe would come forth to be our Savior.  And even though death and the 
grave appear every bit the strongest and safest place for God to bury His treasure.  Even though 
surely death and the grave would keep His treasure buried.  No, they would not!  Because for the 
living God even death and the grave are weak!  They could not keep God’s treasure, His Word 
buried. Death and the grave broke and sent forth the Word that saves us.  The Word made flesh 
makes death and the grave unable to keep us buried.  

God buries His treasure, His Word in the very thing that is weak ands breaks to send forth His 
saving Word.  So it is with the human heart.  It is weak. It is sinful.  It is guilty.  And it breaks.  But 
God causes to come forth from a heart broken by hurt or guilt, a Word about Jesus through which 
He saves others.  For it was not only from Mary’s broken womb that God brought forth His Word.  
It was also from her heart broken by sin, broken by the sadness of losing her son, that He brought 
forth her witness, the sharing of this account, which she alone could have shared with Luke, a 
witness that now saves.  

Why, God even used the witness of Jonah from his weak and selfish heart to save the people of 
Nineveh.  Though our hearts are weak, God buries His Word there today, that from our 
brokenness He will send forth His saving Word.  To show that this all-surpassing power is from 
God and not from us. 

Amen
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